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A. INTRODUCTION
This Draft paper offers preliminary recommendations for organizing the meeting of High-level Authorities of Cooperation Authorities to be held in April 2017, pursuant to the General Assembly mandate. The paper proposes an agenda for the agenda drawing on an analysis of the existing situation as it relates to the state and effectiveness of development cooperation in the OAS. 
B. BACKGROUND
SDG Goal # 17 calls on member states to “Strengthen the means of Implementation and revitalize partnerships for sustainable development.”  This remit is echoed in recent OAS mandates including the Declaration of Santo Domingo on Institutional Strengthening for Sustainable Development in the Americas and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) both of were adopted at the 45th Special Session of the OAS General Assembly held in the Dominican Republic in June 2016.

The OAS has a long history of Cooperación Solidaria in the Americas and has served as a strong catalyst for the socio-economic development of the region. With all OAS member states and regional and international organizations now focused on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and consistent with the aims of the Executive Order issued by the Secretary General of the OAS directing that the Agenda be mainstreamed with the programs and activities of the General Secretariat, this is an opportune time for the OAS to review its existing development cooperation mechanisms and seek to adopt a more coherent approach to the application of solutions that address the needs of member states. 

The Context for Strengthened Cooperation and Partnerships in the Hemisphere and the OAS’ Role

This context is established by the following:
1. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and in particular SDG goal #17(Cooperation and Partnerships)

2. The overall mandate for the OAS – specifically its objectives for Democracy, Security, Integral Development and Human Rights in the Americas;

3. The objectives, roles and functions of SEDI to deliver integrated, inclusive and sustainable development assistance to member states 

4. The contributions that the effective delivery of technical cooperation can make to enhancing stability and quality of life in OAS member states.

Development, broadly defined, is a process that encompasses policies and strategies that aim, inter alia at alleviating poverty, ensuring that basic needs of the citizenry are met, improving opportunities for vulnerable communities to access quality education and healthcare, strengthening governance, promoting sustained economic growth including through successful small enterprises and business development, and protecting the environment contributes to the very objectives that the OAS pursues – namely the promotion of democracy, security and human rights throughout the Americas. In essence therefore development assistance and technical cooperation helps to underpin and advance the OAS overarching mandate. 

From a broad perspective, OAS member states have been able to secure development assistance/technical cooperation from the OAS that is more community based, locally delivered, and responsive to emerging needs, and that cannot typically be had from the development banks and aid agencies. The OAS has a major comparative advantage in its political ecosystem, with several of its member states being better able to absorb and utilize smaller but targeted development assistance and technical cooperation programs. 
In recent years, OAS member states have become recognized globally, as champions of South-South Cooperation. They no longer  only recipients of Cooperation many are providers of such Cooperation.  Among the many existing mechanisms for facilitating cooperation and partnerships for development within the OAS are the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), the Development Cooperation Fund (DCF), the Portal of the Americas and numerous networks which, if taken collectively can serve to truly build the capacity of member states to lead and manage their own sustainable development.

Given these considerations, and reflecting on the significant contribution that development cooperation (Cooperacion Solidaria) has made and continues to make to the advancement the OAS core mandates, it is critical that the OAS develops and sustains an even more robust development cooperation apparatus. To this end, there is a need to provide a platform that encourages and allows every member state, regardless of size and/or capacity to be involved in the sharing of knowledge, experiences, lessons learned and good practices that address the common development challenges that the region faces. 
Against this background this Paper encourages the adoption of a clear, definitive cooperation agenda that is developed with the full support of member states, that enables resources to be more effectively allocated and for results to be more readily measured. 
C. PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
It is proposed that the primary purpose of the meeting should be to reach consensus on an OAS roadmap and strategy for the implementation of UN SDG Goal # 17 which advocates for the use of cooperation and partnerships in the implementation of the 16 preceding goals. 

It is further proposed that the meeting should agree a system of hemispheric cooperation that harnesses the full potential of the existing multi-stakeholder partnerships, networks and other modalities of development assistance provided to member states, to enable them to achieve their sustainable development goals.  

More specifically, the meeting will inter alia: (a) pursue consensus among countries through their Cooperation Authorities on ways of working more closely and purposefully with the OAS in the implementation of its mandates on Cooperation; and (b) promote dialogue among member states and development partners on strategies for implementing the PIDS.  
The expected result is more effective service delivery by OAS- SEDI in its response to the needs of member states. 

D. STRUCTURE OF THE MEETING 
It is proposed that in addition to plenary discussions among representatives of Development Cooperation Authorities, that a pilot Partnership Fair on Sustainable Cities and Communities in the Americas be held to test/demonstrate the potential of the Cooperation and Partnership arrangements that exist within the OAS. The selection of this topic is encouraged by its inclusion as one of the priority areas in the PIDS, in the SDGs and in the Samoa Pathway; and also by the fact that the area is broadly representative of the development challenges and opportunities that attend the sustainable development process in the Americas, such as resource efficiency (water, energy, ecosystems management), sustainable infrastructure, waste management, MSME development and disaster risk management 
E. MEETING OUTCOMES
As the preceding discussion indicates, resolution of the issues/challenges in the delivery of effective technical cooperation generally cannot be undertaken without introducing changes to the overall decision-making process, to existing mechanism and more specifically to coordination with the Cooperation Authorities in member states.  
It is envisaged that by the end of the Meeting the following outcomes will be achieved: 
1. A clear  role for the OAS as the facilitator of cooperation in the hemisphere pursuant to SDG Goal #17 “ Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for Sustainable Development”  is defined;

2. Member states commitment to channel their offers and requests for cooperation through the OAS is secured;

3. A more dynamic management role for  the Management Board of the IACD as a mechanism for providing effective  oversight for development assistance/technical cooperation is defined;

4. Strategies for expanding and strengthening the Development Cooperation Fund (DCF), as an integrated framework for partnerships and for accessing complementary funding from multiple stakeholders – pursuant to the Addis Ababa Action Agenda – are agreed.  
5. Consensus on defining and using best practices as a tool for cooperation is achieved; 
6. Strategies for expanding and solidifying Cooperanet’s role as the mechanism/tool for centralized development cooperation and partnerships and as an online” hub” for accessing development assistance (cooperation with member states, direct technical assistance,  information and expertise) from a range of partners-state and non-state actors - consistent with SDG target 17.16 
 are agreed;
7. Opportunities for Partnership for Sustainable Cities and Communities in the Americas are identified and facilitated.
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	� 		17.16 Enhance the global partnership for sustainable development, complemented by multi-stakeholder partnerships that mobilize and share knowledge expertise, technology and financial resources, to support the achievement of the sustainable development goals in all countries, in particular developing countries





